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As to the pledge of "responsible government,"
it may not carry us very far on the question of status,
in spite cf Sir John Simcn ar.d Sir Samuel Hcare. It
was because a narrow interpretation was sought to be
put upon the phrase in the preamble to the 1919 Act by
an eminent spokesman cf the Government of India that
a wide-spread agitation arcse there for an authoritative
interpretation by the British Government itself. This,
it will be recalled, resulted in the declaration made on
behalf of the Cabinet in Ixovember 1929 by the then
Viceroy.

After all, Ehcdesia enjoys " responsible govern-
ment," and Malta did so, tco, as regards her internal
affairs, until the Constitution was suspended, some time
ago. the pretext of an emergency the existence of
which has been challenged by the leaders of all the
political parties in the colony. Can any one say that it
will be possible or the Cabinet to issue an order in
Council suspending the Constitution cf a self-governing
British Dominion cr that "responsible government*
such as is contemplated by Sir Jchn Simon and Sir
Samuel Hoare is equivalent to the status of "equality
with the self-governing Dominions in the British
Commonwealth of Nations " ?

( The Indian Express, January 9,
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